
                                 Planets and Weather Project 

The planet Earth is in trouble and needs your group’s scientific knowledge of 

planets and weather to help save the human race!! We need a new place to live 

because the earth is being destroyed by catastrophic weather. Each group will 

explain the type of catastrophic weather and explain how it forms, how to 

prepare, how to stay safe during and what to do after. This information shows 

people how they can survive to make it to the meeting place to go to a new 

planet. Your group will need to research Earth and a planet in our solar system to know where we can 

live and where we can’t. Your group needs to “find” us a planet and explain why it is worth 

moving to for survival. Create as a group- A Power Point, Prezi, or other digital format to 

show the research information to the class. Different formats can be used and groups can 

work on them in separate locations.  

 
1. Create a news station that will warn the world of their pending doom and possible safe 

planet. Each group will have a different news station that will explain a different weather 

event, and New Possible planet.  

2. Explain the catastrophic Earth weather that is leading to our demise and why we should 

flee the planet. Explain how it is forming, explain it on a weather map, how to stay safe-before, 

during, and after. Show the survival kit and/possibly how to dress for safety. 

3. The meeting place for survivors is __________________________.  

4. Use the vocab words on the checklist when explaining your weather event and survival plan.  

5. You must be able to compare Earth to the planet you chose to research and explain the 

differences from the research you collected. A comparison chart and pictures can help explain.  

6. Tell us about the new planet compared to Earth and __________. ( This has to be created on 

a poster board) Then explain why we would survive and if there are creatures on that planet how we could live 

with them.  

      **** Bonus Points will be awarded to Well Prepared, Informative, and Entertaining Presentations****** 

Possible Script: This Catastrophic event ______________________ is coming.  (show map) (use weather vocab)(Explain 

Map) This reminds me of a historical event that happened on ___________________. You can prepare by __________. 

During the event you should ____________________. The kit for survival should include ______________ (list or show 

items) (someone dressed for survival with their kit would be helpful) . After the event you need to do _______________  

to stay safe. The safe location is _____________________. We need to prepare to evacuate this planet. 

BREAKING NEWS---Scientist have tried to find a safe planet in our solar system and have compared Earth to 

__________________. This is what they found. (Explain why we would not survive) They then looked outside our solar 

system and found planet _________________. (Show pictures of your new planet and the inhabitants) (Try to sell this 

planet as the best place to go) (Explain why it is the best and somewhat realistically why humans would survive here) 

Compare this planet to Earth and the planet you researched and tell why this is Earths only hope for survival.   

Explain why the new planet your group discovered is the best option and why we should go there. Each planet will be 

voted on and the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winner will get Bonus points and a treat!!  

Task – The task is to give an informational newscast presentation about an extreme weather event and the planets for survival.  

In groups of 3-5, students will research the planets and an extreme weather event and write a script for their digital and verbal 

presentation. Create a digital or poster presentation with research information. This can be done as a news/weather report. 

Watch a few for some ideas.  

1. Planet to Research: (everyone researches Earth) Circle one below: 

Mercury          Venus          Earth            Mars              Jupiter                  Saturn            Uranus             Neptune           Pluto       

2.  Extreme Weather Event: (only 2 groups can share 1 weather event) Circle one below: 

Thunderstorm/Lightning storm (fire)       Tornado          Hurricane        Flood        Blizzard            Drought       Monsoon 

Info pg- Keep and/or take a 

picture for furture 

reference- front and back 



Daily Schedule- For this presentation you will receive points on a daily basis for meeting certain expectations each day 

1. You will spend 6 days in class many nights at home and 3 weekends researching your project and 9 days in class many nights at 

home and weekends working on your digital presentation. The presentation is basically putting your research in a readable 

format with pictures to show the class.  Get non-internet research done first.  

Research and participation is an individual grade 
2. Daily participation Grade- Working, on task, Helping your group, Following directions, Completing presentation checkpoints-50 

points possible each week. 
 

3. Research is individual work and an individual grade with 170pts possible as follows: 
2pages Front and Back: Weather Event             
1page Front and Back: Research Planet 
1page Front and Back: Earth 
1page Front and Back: New Planet 
1page Front and Back: People on New Planet 

                          Total 170pts  

Research Time  

Research is an individual Grade. Any day this week you can ask to go to the library quickly to check out books to add to your 
research. If your name is written down any day in the next two weeks you will lose points for participation. The amount of points 
depends on the offence.  
October 
Thurs.-26th & Fri – 27th– Meet in classroom for project explanation. Decide on Planet, Group, and Catastrophic weather.  ipads will 
be available to start research.  
November 
Thurs.-2nd & Fri – 3rd  – Meet in classroom.  I pads will be available to work on research. Show teacher or Para if you have research 
done any time during class, any day this week. 
Thurs.-9th  & Fri – 10th – Meet in Classroom. Ipads will be available to continue to work on research.  
Thurs.-16th & Fri – 17th Thursday-Dec. 8th- Meet in classroom- The laptops will be available to finish research or if your research has 
been signed off to begin working on project 
Thanksgiving Break 

Work on Presentation  
November/December 
Thurs.-30th & Fri – 1st - Meet in classroom-laptops will be available to complete research if needed and start working with group on 
presentation information and script. Script is for a grade and will be used to help group plan their presentation. Write down who is 
responsible for what tasks. This helps me when I am assigning a grade to the final project.  

Thurs.-7th & Fri – 8th  Meet in classroom Laptops will be available for the group to continue working on presentation. Checkpoint 1- 
Show the teacher what you have started working on.   

Wednesday, Dec. 13th  – Meet in Computer lab. Checkpoint 1- Continue working on presentation and planning your performance 

Thursday, Dec. 14th  –. Meet in Computer lab.  Checkpoint 2- Show me that you have at least 50% of your presentation complete.  

Friday, Dec. 15th  –. - Meet in Computer lab. – Checkpoint 3- Show me you have all or almost all of your presentation complete. 
Presentation signup will be posted today. Presentations will begin at the beginning of class on Monday. No groups will work on their 
project while another group is presenting.   

 

Presentation Days ( you have to be here for your presentation)  

Monday Dec. 18th - Meet in classroom Ready for presentations. *Bonus* points given for 1st. 2nd, and 3rd, groups to present. No 
Groups will work on their presentations while another group is presenting- Notes will be taken by the audience about your 
presentation.  

Tuesday Dec. 19th 1st, 3rd,5th ,- or 

 Wednesday Dec. 20th  - 2nd, 4th, 6th,Presentations.  

 



Helpful information 

Research/ creating digital Presentation:                        Research Due: 

 Groups are not required to get together after school. Presentations can be completed separately and finished in class.  

 Your participation is required for a grade 

 All research is to be done individually and will be an individual grade 

 Each day your behavior and participation will be graded 

 On certain days you will have specific checkpoints due 

 Research will be written using complete thoughts and sentences.  

 Plagiarism will not be accepted. Cite your sources. Sources were given to you to use.  

Extra information: 

 On your research and in your presentation write/type down ALL sources of information that you use.  
 Make sure your research answers are in complete sentences and fully answer the questions.   
Be prepared to take notes during other groups presentations 
 
Script for Presentation or Video                                                                                               Due:      

 Your script should break down who says what. 

 You do not have to memorize your lines – you are allowed to use your script during your presentation or filming of your 

video. 

 Be creative (but appropriate) with your script.  We want to be entertained as well as educated! 

 Each member is required to participate, which means everyone must speak. 

 Be sure to include all of the information you collected during your research. 

 Your script should be typed.  Each member should have a copy of the final script. 

 
Presentation/Video                                                                                                                           Due:  

 
 Assume your group will present on the first day of presentations December ______   .  Be prepared for that day, as you will 

not be granted an extension.  Absences of group members on the day of presentation will be dealt with on an individual basis. 

 Each presentation should last 10-15 minutes.  Presentations will be done live in front of the class, or groups may submit a 

video and present live.(videos are not required and will not be worked on in class) 

 Videos should be sent to me on or before the date on which your script is due.  

 Videos can be uploaded to YouTube.com, emailed to me, or burned on to a DVD. 

 Late Presentations:  If your group is not ready to present the day you are called to do so, you may present the next day with a 

late point penalty.  If you were planning on a video that I have not received, your only other option is to present live to the 

class.  

 If your group is not prepared to do your presentation on the due date your group will receive a 0. 

 Presentations will be on Dec. ____________. If you do not let Ms. Williams know that you will be absent on your 

presentation date the week before that date then you will receive a 0 for the presentation grade.  

 Do not sign up for a day you know you will be absent. If you do you will receive a 0 

 A note from parent, doctor, funeral info. Is required if you have an emergency and will be absent.  

Part 5 – Evaluation 

 Each group will receive an individual grade on their participation, research, script, and work on the presentation. 

  Each group member will receive a group grade and individual grade for their part in the presentation 

 Each group member will receive an individual grade for completing a Group Evaluation.  

 During the presentation, there will be an individual grade for completing the notes during other group’s presentations 

 Your individual score will be calculated based on the Group Evaluations and Teacher Evaluation. 

 

Use the attached checklist Rubric to help you keep your information organized for the presentation 

 

Info. Page- Keep this and/or take a picture for future reference 

Info. Page- Keep this and/or take a picture for future reference 



Useful Websites 

Try these links first- If one no longer works try a different site. If you don’t find what you need from the sites 

provided, then you can try different sites. Write down on your research page the sites you used.  

Space 

http://www.nineplanets.org 
http://www.solarviews.com 
http://www.windows.ucar.edu 
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/solar_system/index.cfm 
http://pds.jpl.nasa.gov/planets/special/planets.htm  

Weather 

Thunderstorms/Floods 

http://www.brainpop.com/science/weather/thunderstorms/preview.weml  
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/videos/wacky-weather/ 
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/education/svrwx101/ 
http://skydiary.com/kids/lightning.html Weather Wiz Kids - http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-thunderstorms.htm Web 
http://eo.ucar.edu/webweather/thunderhome.htmlScholastic Weather Watch - 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/researchtools/researchstarters/weather/index.htm Weather Safety - 
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-safety.htm 
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4340185_Thunderstorm.pdf 
 
Tornadoes 

http://www.brainpop.com/science/weather/tornadoes/preview.weml  
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/videos/wacky-weather/  
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/education/svrwx101/tornadoes/  
http://skydiary.com/kids/tornadoes.html 
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-tornado.htm  
http://eo.ucar.edu/webweather/thunderhome.html  
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwatch/tornadoes/index.htm  
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-safety-tornado.htm 
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4340177_Tornado.pdf 
 
Hurricanes 
Brain Pop - http://www.brainpop.com/science/weather/hurricanes/preview.weml National Geographic – 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/videos/wacky-weather/ (Hurricanes 101)  
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/hurricanes/en/  
http://kids.earth.nasa.gov/archive/hurricane/  
http://skydiary.com/kids/hurricanes.html  
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-hurricane.htm Web http://eo.ucar.edu/webweather/hurricanehome.html  
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwatch/hurricanes/index.htm  
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-safety-hurricane.htm  
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4340160_Hurricane.pdf 
 
Blizzards/Severe Winter Weather 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/videos/wacky-weather 
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/education/svrwx101/winter/  
https://www.dosomething.org/facts/11-facts-about-blizzards  
http://www.ussartf.org/blizzards.htm 
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-winter-storms.htm  
http://eo.ucar.edu/webweather/blizzardhome.html  
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwatch/winter_storms/index.htm  
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-safety-winter-storm.htm 
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4240231_WinterStorms.pdf  

On the ipads 

1. Make sure you are using Puffin 

2. Make sure you typed the address exactly like 

it is on the page 



 


